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heresy was a capital crime, and to pronounce judgment
against those of their subjects who were convicted of
it. The ordinary tribunals were charged with the
adjudication; they proceeded against the heretics as
they did against thieves and assassins; they imprisoned
them, put them to torture and condemned them to
death. According to the custom of the time, the pun-
ishment consisted in burning them at the stake; some-
times the hand was cut off, or the tongue cut out
before the execution took place. The parliament at
Aix (1545) even condemned to death all the Vaudois
in Provence; it sent a regiment into the province,
which destroyed their villages and massacred all that
could be reached, men, women and children; the sur-
vivors were sent to the galleys. In the seventeenth
century the procedure became less violent. They
ceased burning the Protestants, and were content to
drive them away and to confiscate their property. In
[Austria the commissioners, accompanied by muske-
teers, went into the villages, drove away the pastors,
blew up the temples of worship, and forced the inhab-
itants to become Catholics or to emigrate. In France,
Louis XIV. ordered the pastors to leave the kingdom,
but the Protestants were obliged to remain. The pas-
tors who tried to stay, or to return, and the laity, who
sought to escape, were sent to the galleys.

The persecution was brought to bear, not only upon
individuals, but on writings. As the reform had been
propagated by books, the Catholic governments re-
solved upon a rigid surveillance. Commissions were
instituted, which were charged with the examination
of each work before it was allowed-to be published.